HGV RNA sequences in liver and PBMC.
HGV has been identified in patients with chronic hepatitis of unknown aetiology and the possibility that HGV may be the cause has been raised. We have analysed liver biopsies and PBMC (peripheral blood mononuclear cells) from 80 patients with chronic hepatitis and HGV-RNA in serum by PCR. In ten patients HGV-RNA was detected in liver, in five patients it was detected in PBMC and seven were positive in both specimens by PCR. Whether this agent resides and replicates in hepatocytes remains controversial and needs more studies.